Neuron-specific enolase levels in the cerebrospinal fluid of neurologically healthy children.
Levels of neuron-specific enolase (NSE) levels in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) of children without neurological disease were assessed. CSF samples were obtained from 37 subjects aged between 1 month and 13 years. All subjects had undergone lumbar puncture for diagnostic purposes, and were subsequently shown not to be suffering any form of neurological disease. NSE levels in CSF were determined by an enzyme immunoassay method. NSE level ranged from below the detection limit to 4.8 ng/ml (1.52+/-1.01 ng/ml). The present results may be useful as a basis for defining reference levels of NSE in CSF in post-neonatal children.